
VIDA NEWSPAPER  08-27-15483-1008 PAGE B1

SERVING
FOR OVER31 YEARS

OUR COMMUNITY

IN OUR
(805)

SECTIONSECTION

BB
COMMUNITY

CHISTE

Passport  required  to...
hundred dollars passport to visit 
Tijuana," said Marie an Amer-
ican, whom the last name was 
reserved.

This resident of San Diego 
said that now "I will think twice" 
before visiting the southern 
border.

US Customs and Border Pro-
tection (CBP) in Tijuana es-
timated that about 25,000 pe-
destrians cross daily the border 
between Mexico and the United 
States through the pedestrian 
crossing at San Ysidro, whether 
for work, education, shopping 
and entertainment purposes.

Mario Lopez, director of the 
consulting firm The Border 
Group, regretted that these ini-
tiatives might impair fl uency in 

border traffi c.
"About 95% of people who 

come and go are the same peo-
ple, Mexico is creating an ex-
pensive system for a very small 
population,” he said.

Lopez said it would helped 
to conduct an information cam-
paign before the measure was 
implemented, so travelers knew 
the requirements and advan-
tages.

He said that many Americans 
still do not have passport al-
though it is required to re-enter 
the country.

The Mexican government 
opened new facilities to pedes-
trian crossing at San Ysidro, it 
included a row for those who 
are not Mexican citizens to show 
their passport and fi ll out a reg-

istration form.
In case they are staying in 

Mexico for more than seven 
days, foreigners must pay twenty 
dollars for a six-month permit.

Rodolfo Figueroa Pacheco, 
chief of the National Migration 
Institute (INM) in Mexico, said 
that the measure seeks greater 
security, to have a monitoring 
and recording of those entering 
the country.

Meanwhile, another passerby, 
Bill Vazquez, said that Mexico 
is entitled to ask for a passport 
as we do to foreign nationals 
entering the United States.

"I do not know that they were 
about to ask for passports, but I 
understand their motives, I just 
hope that after a while the rows 
don’t get longer," he said.
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President Barack Obama is not 
ruling out endorsing one of the 
candidates in the 2016 Demo-
cratic presidential primaries, 
White House spokesman Josh 
Earnest said.  
"I wouldn't rule out the possi-
bility of an endorsement in the 
Democratic primary," Earnest 
said, adding that - regardless 
of who he might endorse in the 
primaries - whoever winds up 
being the Democratic presi-
dential nominee will enjoy the 
president's full support.  

CSUCI President  retires...

Richard R. Rush will retire as president of CSUCI at 
the end of the 2015-2016  academic year.

and administrator spans more than 
40 years, 31 of which have been 
spent at CSU campuses.

In his convocation address, 
Rush said, “I have been privileged 
to serve as the president of CSU 
Channel Islands and I'm honored, 
more than I can say, to have held 
in trust—for the once and future 
students and the good people of 
Ventura County and the region—
this marvelous idea of a university. 
Over the past 15 years, I have been 
honored to work with innovative 
faculty and staff, creative students, 
and engaged alumni. In addition, 
I am tremendously grateful for 
the support that the university has 
received from the community.”

As the fi rst president of CSU 
Channel Islands, Rush hired the 
faculty and senior administrative 
team, oversaw the creation and 
implementation of the univer-
sity’s strategic, academic, fi scal 
and physical plant master plans, 
as well as the infrastructure, road 
improvements and the acquisition 
of land for campus expansion. He 
also led the university’s efforts 
to achieve initial accreditation 
from the Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges, as well as 
the most recent re-accreditation of 
the university.

“President Rush will forever 
be memorialized for his role in 
establishing and building the re-
putation of our newest campus,” 
said CSU Chancellor Timothy P. 
White. “He is leaving a lasting 
and living legacy of academic 
excellence that has not only made 
CSU Channel Islands the campus 
of choice for graduating high 
school seniors and community co-
llege transfer students in Ventura 
County but also across the state. I 
credit President Rush’s character, 
charisma and passion for students 
and learning for the caring culture 
at CSU Channel Islands. He has 
fostered a strong collegial spirit 
supported by a deep commitment 
to shared governance. His invol-
vement in the community, coupled 
with the strategic partnerships that 
he has initiated and nurtured, will 
benefi t many future generations of 
students. I will personally miss his 
wit, optimism and sound counsel 
as we have worked together to 

Obama not ruling out 
endorsing candidate

Earnest was responding to a 
question about reports that Vice 
President Joe Biden may decide 
to mount a presidential campaign 
for the third time in his life, having 
made bids for the party's nomina-
tion in 1988 and 2008.  
If Biden decides to run - some-
thing that he is said to be conside-
ring but about which he had made 
no public decision as yet - this 
would constitute a very serious 
challenge to former Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton, the current 
front-runner for the Democratic 

nomination.  
Both Biden and Clinton compe-
ted against Obama for the 2008 
Democratic nomination, but 
they wound up serving in key 
posts in his administration, res-
pectively as vice president and 
secretary of state, although the 
former fi rst lady stepped down 
from that post in 2013.  
If both Biden and Clinton run in 
the primaries, Obama will fi nd 
himself torn between suppor-
ting his loyal vice president or 
the party's current front-runner.

expand access to underserved 
students and increase degree com-
pletion rates.”

Rush built the academic pro-
gram and helped the campus bring 
in more than $16.4 million in fede-
ral grants, expanding outreach and 
access to underserved students 
in the region. During his tenure, 
the campus was also designated 
as a Hispanic Serving Institution, 
(with more 25 percent of its stu-
dents self-identifying as Latinos) 
making the campus eligible for 
federal funding. One hallmark of 
his 15-year tenure as president is 
the number of strategic partners-
hips he forged to expand research 
opportunities for faculty and 
undergraduate students. Through 
his work with local community 
colleges and K-12 school districts, 
he has worked to support increa-
sed high school graduation and 
college admission rates.

Rush has also actively worked 
with the business community to 
ensure the relevancy of the curri-
culum and expand internships and 

service learning opportunities for 
students. He created a partnership 
with Cottage Hospital to offer the 
fi rst bachelor’s degree of nursing 
program in Santa Barbara County. 
With the Channel Islands National 
Park, he launched the Santa Rosa 
Island Research Station to expand 
undergraduate research across va-
rious academic disciplines. In con-
cert with a Nobel Peace prize lau-
reate, he established the California 
Institute for Social Business to 
foster social enterprise efforts and 
expand service learning opportu-
nities for undergraduate students. 
Moreover, he has helped the cam-
pus garner nearly $49 million in 
contributions to support student 
scholarships, micro-grants for 
research and scholarly activity for 
faculty, and academic programs.

Rush has been recognized 
for his leadership and character 
with many national and regional 
awards. Beloved by students, 
Rush was twice named the Presi-
dent of the Year by the California 
State Student Association. He also 

received the President’s Award 
from the National Association of 
Student Personnel Administrators. 
Within Ventura County, he has 
been lauded for his contributions 
to the community and vision. He 
was named Educator of the Year 
by the Camarillo Chamber of 
Commerce, received the Presi-
dent’s Award from the local chap-
ter of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP), earned the 
Distinguished Community Leader 
Award from the Ventura County 
Leadership Academy, was named 
to the Class of 25 over 50 by the 
Ventura County Star, earned the 
Dr. James F. Cowan Award of 
Excellence in Education from 
the Ventura County Economic 
Development Association, and 
was awarded the title of Honorary 
Base Commander for Naval Base 

Ventura County.
Rush came to CSU Channel 

Islands from Minnesota State 
University, Mankato, where he 
spent nine years as president. He 
was specially chosen to build the 
newest CSU campus given his 
experience—he played a key role 
in the founding of CSU San Mar-
cos, where he served as the vice 
president-in-charge, and later as 
the executive vice president. Prior 
to that time, he was a professor of 
English Literature, director and 
dean at San Diego State Univer-
sity, North County, which later be-
came CSU San Marcos. He began 
his career in higher education at 
San Diego State, where he was an 
assistant and associate professor.

Rush holds a bachelor’s in 
classics, English and philosophy 
from Gonzaga University and a 
master’s in English literature, as 

well as a Ph.D. in English renais-
sance literature, from University 
of California, Los Angeles. He 
also attended the Institute for Edu-
cational Management at Harvard 
University.

In the coming months, the CSU 
Board of Trustees will begin a 
national search to select a new 
campus president.
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